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HB 958 would direct the Department of Land and Natural Resources to acquire a
portion of Ohikilolo Valley in the Waianae District and make it available by lease for use
in a private sanitary landfill operation; would provide for the issuance of bonds for the
acquision; and would exempt the landfill operation from all provisions of the law other
than those specifically related to landfill operation. This statement on the bill does not
reflect an institutional position of the University of Hawaii.
The impacts of the use of the area as a sanitary landfill on the archaeological sites
in the area should be a matter of concern. This area and one in Waimanalo Gulch were
covered in an Environmental Impact Statement on the "Leeward Sanitary Landfill" issued
in May 1984. In the Foreward to the EIS it is stated that "as a result of a lessened
demand for sanitary landfill sites, the City has decided not to pursue Ohikilolo as a site
for the Leeward District Sanitary Landfill and to delete the site from the Public Facilities
Map of the Oahu Development Plan", but that the site was, included in the EIS "in order
that the information and data gathered to date can be made available to all concerned
parties"•
Appendix C to the EIS, an "Archaeological Reconnaisance and Historical
Documentation" identifies 7 archaeological sites and a historical graveyard within the
area proposed for the landfill, comments on certain aspects of the area that are of special
archaeological interest, and concludes: "It is recommended that if at all possible, this
area be deleted from the list of possible landfill sites under county consideration.
However, if it is necessary to utilize this area then it is recommended that at minimum a
full-scale archaeological survey be undertaken".
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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In a subsequent Bishop Museum report by Mary Riford, there is further stress on the
archaeological and historical significance of the area and there are specific
recommendations for the preservation of a heiau and several other sites on it.
There is in HB 958 no recognition of the decision announced by the County less than
a year ago to delete the Ohikilolo site from the list of those under consideration or of the
recommendations in Appendix C of the EIS and the Riford report. We believe that the
Legislature should not mandate the acquisition and use of the Ohikilolo site for a landfill
without taking into account the May 1984 decision of the County and the
recommendations referred to, and demonstrating reasons for reversal of the County
decision and disregard of the recommendations.
